DIY Bottle Cap Bug Magnets
May 2022
Have some fun with your friends and family by doing #OneGreenThing this month and try making
your very own creepy crawly DIY Bottle Cap Bug Magnets.
Let’s get started:
•
•
•

Fill out an SWA Volunteer Application online at swa.org/Volunteer-Application
Let’s go Virtual and do #OneGreenThing on Social Media
Select your favorite Social Media Channels and make sure to add the #OneGreenThing hashtag to your
post

1.) Create your own Facebook post, like us on Facebook (see link below), then share your
Virtual Volunteer project with SWA
2.) Display your Virtual Volunteer project on Pinterest, create a pin, next share your Virtual
Volunteer board via email to: Lmoreno@swa.org
3.) Produce your own edited You Tube video (no more than 1-3 minutes) with a before, during
and after sequence of your Virtual Volunteer project
Visit our Social Media pages here:

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/SolidWasteAuthority
Pinterest http://www.pintrest.com/SWAPBC
You Tube http://www.youtube.com/user/SolidWasteAuthority

•

If you have any questions about this project please email: Linda Moreno, Community Service / Volunteer
Coordinator at: Lmoreno@swa.org (Community Service Hours Available).
Together we can make a huge #OneGreenThing impact in our community!

If you’re looking for a fun way to use up those bottle caps that pile up during the spring and
summer, we think these bottle cap craft bugs are the perfect solution.

Materials Needed:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bottle Caps (reuse what you already have)
Assorted acrylic paints (We used red, black, white, yellow and green.)
Small round magnets
Toothpicks
Wiggly eyes
Paintbrushes

Instructions for Bottle Cap Magnets:
For Ladybugs and bumblebees:

Step 1: Paint
First, lay down a sheet of newspaper or wax paper to protect your surface from paint. Next, paint
1/3 of each bottle cap black. Allow them to dry completely. Apply additional coats until the paint is
completely opaque, allowing the paint to dry fully between coats. I found that some colors required
two coats and others required three. Acrylic paints dry rather quickly.
For bumblebees, paint the remaining 2/3 of the cap yellow. For ladybugs, paint the remaining
2/3 of the bottle cap red. For bees, add black stripes once the final coat of yellow paint has
dried completely. Add an additional coat of paint if necessary. For ladybugs, apply black polka
dots in a random pattern. Again, add an additional coat of paint if necessary to achieve full
coverage.

Step 2: Glue on magnet
Coat the golf balls over the entire surface with sandpaper and spray with primer to make the paint
adhere better to their surface. Here’s a little tip: it works best to paint one side at a time, so the
painted side doesn’t stick to your surface.

Once fully dry, flip over and glue a magnet to the underside of the cap. Allow the glue to cure
completely. Flip the cap back over and apply two wiggly eyes to the black 1/3 of the cap.

For caterpillars:
Step 1: Paint
First, lay down a sheet of newspaper or wax paper to protect your surface from paint.
Next, paint five bottle caps green. Allow the paint to dry completely. Apply additional coats until
the paint is completely opaque, allowing the paint to dry fully between coats.

Step 2: Add dots
Apply yellow and black dots of paint. Draw a curved line in black paint on the end cap to create a
smile. Allow the dots to dry completely and add additional coats of paint as needed. Allow the paint
to dry completely.

Step 3: Glue together
Glue together the edges of each of the five caps to form the body of the caterpillar. Once the glue
has completely cured, flip the caterpillar over and glue one magnet to the first cap and a second
magnet to the fifth magnet. Allow the glue to dry. Flip the caps back over and apply one wiggly eye
to the end of the caterpillar, just above the smile.

We hope you enjoy this craft and let your imagination run wild!

Stay tuned for our next Virtual Volunteer #OneGreenThing Opportunity!

